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B-3399 - B-3404 1852-1884 
241-203 Grlndall St. (South side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

231-241 Grindall St. is a row of two story, two bay wide brick houses with 
shed roofs and bracketed cornices, typical of the type of small Victorian-style 
house built for working class residents in this section of Federal Hill in the 
1880!s and 1890's. The houses were built by Nicholas Popplein on the rear 
portions of his lots facing on Cross St., in the early 1880's. 221 Grindall St. 
is a two story, three bay wide Victorian style brick house, with shed roof and 
bracketed cornice, built in this same period. The houses on the western end of 
the block, 203-219 Grindall St., are all two story, two bay wide, gable-roofed 
brick houses built on high basements in which the kitchen was located. The houses 
were built by John T. Grindall in 1852-1854. 
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This pair of two story, two bay brick houses with shed roofs and sheet metal 
cornices was built in the 1870's as part of the development of the eastern end 
of Grindall St. Both houses have been covered with formstone. 

The houses are two stories in height, 239 Grindall is 14' wide, 241 Grindall 
is 15' wide, and both occupy lots 44 1/2' deep. Each house is two rooms deep and 
has a two story high, two bay deep frame rear addition. The houses are constructed 
in running bond but both facades have been covered with formstone. Each 
house has a single chimney located along the front section of the roof. At 239 
Grindall the chimney is located on the west side of the house; at 241 it is 
on the east side of the house. The shed roof of 241 Grindall is capped by a 
stamped sheet metal cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding 
set above a row of dentils and a molding strip. Three ratcheted brackets at one 
time connected the cornice to a lower molding strip which is now missing. The 
upper edges of the two end brackets terminate in pointed "anthemion" motifs. 

Although the original treatment of the door and window lintels and sills 
has been hidden by the formstone covering, it is apparent that all of the 
openings had segmentally arched brick lintels with scroll-sawed tympanums. All 
of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. Both houses have 
modern six panel doors set beneath single light transoms. The houses sit on 
high basements, the entrances being reached by five stone steps each. Each 
house has a rectangular basement window opening located beneath the first floor 
window and each originally had a door leading to the basement kitchen located 
directly beneath the front door, under the original wooden steps. 

The houses are two rooms deep with a front and back room separated by a 
tightly winding staircase located against the outside wall. The front room of 
each house originally came equipped with a Latrobe stove, which is still in 
place at 239 Grindall. The kitchens were located in the basement towards the 
front of the house, with a storage area to the rear. Each kitchen had a working 
fireplace. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

These houses are representative of a large group of modest, two story, Victorian 
houses built in the 1870's and 1880's to accomodate the rapidly growing number of 
workers (many of whom were recent immigrants) employed in the nearby shipyards, packing 
plants, and factories located along the waterfront east of Covington St. These 
houses are notable for their small scale, yet solid construction and practical amenities, 
such as already installed Franklin stoves. The houses are built on shallow lots, the 
aim being to fit as many houses as possible within a given space. The houses are 
two rooms deep with the kitchen (formerly) located in the basement, with an entrance 
off the sidewalk under the front door. A notable feature of these houses is that, 
iespite the simple nature of the form and design, the builder still indulged in an often 
elaborate exterior cornice treatment, a decorative addition which could easily be 
manufactured by machine. 

These houses were built by Nicholas Popplein as part of his development of the 
eastern section of the block bounded by William St., Cross St., Riverside Ave., and 
Grindall St. They were built on the rear portion of the lots fronting on 234-236 
E. Cross St. and were long a part of that property, providing additional rental income 
for the owner of the Cross St. houses. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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